206 


PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


other standard methods had failed, has resorted to hypodermatic injections 
of brandy or whisky with the most satisfactory results. The amount used 
is five or six drops in first one arm and then in the other, fifteen drops being 
the largest quantity used in a single case. If the mother has suffered alarm¬ 
ing ante-partum hemorrhage, and the infant has been drained of blood before 
its birth, this method can avail nothing.— Therapeutic Gazette, 1894, No. 11, 
p. 730. 


The Treatment of Tuberculous Meningitis. 

Dr. R. Hieschbeeg reports a single case which was successfully treated 
by trephining and drainage of the sub-arachnoid space. The effecl of the 
operation was remarkable, the headache ceased, the pulse became more rapid, 
the commencing coma disappeared, as well as the vomiting.— Bulletin General 
de Therapeutique, 1894, 42d liv., p. 411. 

The Treatment of Diabetes Mellitds. 

Dr. Arthur Clarence Jacobson states that codeine and arsenic have 
long been the sheet-anchors in this disease. The former should be boldly 
pushed—one to five grains three times daily, which apparently exercises an 
influence over the central nerve-changes, thus being curative as well as pal¬ 
liative, but is to be avoided in those cases which are controllable by diet. It 
may check the waste. Arsenic is used as Clemen's solution of bromine 
areenite, in doses of four drops three times daily. In the case reported no 
results were obtained from these drugs. He does not believe that arsenic 
exercises any influence over the disease, but that it is useful as an adjuvant 
tonic. Carbolic acid is an effective antidote to the troublesome itching of 
the skin. The excessive thirst may be allayed by the use of acidulated or 
alkaline waters.— Brooklyn Medical Journal, 1894, No. 12, p. 735. 

The Treatment of Gonorrhea. 

Dr. H. M. Christian has used corrosive mercuric chloride, silver nitrate* 
potassium permanganate, and trikresol for daily irrigation of the urethra. 
The amount of warm, not hot, liquid used was one quart, the reservoir being 
at a height of six feet, the patient standing. The duration of the treatment 
was two, exceptionally three weeks. He concludes: 1. That irrigation is a 
distinct advance in treatment; to a certain point it must be considered the 
proper treatment. It relieves ardor urines and chordee more promptly, and 
is attended with a much smaller proportion of complications, as total urethritis 
and epididymitis. 2. That potassium permanganate, in proportion of 1:4000, 
increasing in the second week to double this strength, is the best remedy. 
3. That irrigation of the urethra alone cannot be relied upon absolutely to 
cure specific urethritis. For the cure of the thin muco-purulent discharge 
which appears at the meatus in the morning some astringent injection is 
necessary. 4. That simple non-infectious urethritis can be cured in from ten 
to twelve days by daily irrigations with potassium permanganate.— Thera¬ 
peutic Gazette, 1894, No. 11, p. 723. 
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The Role of Staphylococci in the Etiology of Acute Articular 
Rheumatism. 

Sacaze [Archives Generates de Medecine, November, 1894, p. 513) contends 
that it Is often possible in the course of acute articular rheumatism to dis¬ 
cover an infective lesion that has preceded for some time the appearance of 
the pain and other articular manifestations. Such a lesion maybe conceived 
to form a portal of entry for micro-organisms, and investigation will often 
disclose in these lesions the presence of staphylococci, which there is reason 
to believe play an important rdle in the etiology of acute articular rheumatism. 
Sacaze reports a case of acute articular rheumatism with relapse, in which the 
pains were preceded by a septic wound of the foot, in which bacteriological 
examination showed the presence of staphylococci pyogenes albi. In two 
cases of enlargement of the tonsil attacks of angina were followed by the 
development of acute articular rheumatism, while in two others such an angina 
was accompanied by rheumatic symptoms. In a sixth case an attack of acute 
angina, complicated by purulent otitis, was followed by cerebral mimifesta- 
tions and development of the symptoms of rheumatism. 


PSEUDOTABES WITH ARTHROPATHY. 

Ruhemann [Deutsche medicinische Wochcmchrift, 1894, No. 44, p. 842) has 
reported the case of a man, sixty-four years old, with a previous history of 
untreated syphilis, who, fifteen years before coming under observation, sud¬ 
denly observed a tumor as large as a walnut upon the inner aspect of the left 
knee-joint, without inflammatory manifestations. Thejoint became gradually 
enlarged. There had never been lightning-pains, although for seven months 
there had been a feeling as though the chest and abdomen were encased in 
plaster. There was a sense of pain referred to the coccyx, associated with a 
feeling of oppression in the epigastrium, and aggravated by the taking of 
food. At times there were nausea and a tendency to vomit. For some time 
there had been a feeling in standing as if the soles rested upon sand, and 



